
Industry statistics: Record high exports of district heating technology 

Exports of district heating technology and knowledge reached a record high level in 2019, and with 

better utilization of green technology, greater exports and more employment, district heating can 

make a solid contribution to pushing Denmark into a green restart on top of the corona crisis. 

Exports of district heating technology and consulting have grown in 2019 from DKK 7.0 billion to DKK 

7.6 billion, which corresponds to an increase of around 8%. In addition, there are further indirect 

exports directly from Danish subsidiaries abroad without the goods crossing the Danish border of 2.5 

billion. All in all, 2019 was a good year for exports of Danish district heating technology. 

- 2019 was a new record year for Danish district heating exports, where we can be proud of such a 

large increase. It is probably clear that the same will not apply in 2020, but we can see that there is a 

growing potential in Danish district heating solutions and it is clear that it is especially the EU 

countries that are pulling the biggest increase in exports, says Lars Hummelmose , who is director of 

the District Heating Industry and continues: 

- This is also the first time we look at the export of Danish district heating solutions directly from the 

Danish foreign subsidiaries, and here we can see that Danish district heating companies also export 

their products on a large scale. However, we still see great untapped potential in the export markets 

when more countries have to embark on the green transition. Not least in the local markets, where 

the Danish industry already has a strong foothold. 

Get started in green district heating projects 

The district heating companies' industry association, Dansk Fjernvarme, is optimistic about the 

future despite the Corona crisis. This is not least due to a climate agreement at Christiansborg, 

where green heat takes up more space at the same time as more people want to take advantage of 

the opportunity to think about district heating in other sectors. 

- We can see that the price of district heating is falling despite the share of renewable energy in our 

district heating network rising. We are well on our way to converting the heating sector to 100% 

renewable energy. The goal is for us to be completely CO2-neutral by 2030, while maintaining good 

comfort and prices for consumers. If you have district heating, you should be able to take a bath in 

the morning without fear of damaging the climate, says Kim Mortensen, director of Dansk 

Fjernvarme. 

- We have a close and good collaboration with the industry, which we must provide solutions for in 

the future to achieve the goal of 70% reduction of CO2 by 2030. Therefore, the next time will also be 

about how we continue to be showroom for a cost-effective green conversion, where we get to 

utilize the surplus heat from industry and other major energy projects, get digitization promoted and 

get the last 500,000 homes that burn with oil and gas on green heat, says the director. 

The industry statistics also show that the Danish district heating in 2018 reached a record high share 

of renewable energy, so that approximately 62%  of the district heating in Denmark today is based 

on renewable energy, and that 2018 was the year when the district heating companies gained a 

record many new customers. Today, a total of 1,757,025 Danish households are heated with district 

heating, which is an increase of 26,666 customers compared to the previous year. 

Facts about the district heating sector's industry statistics 2019 

• Total employment and derivative jobs have increased from 19,242 employees in 2012 to 22,300 

employees in 2019 - This corresponds to an increase of almost 16%. 



• The number of employees in the heat supply has decreased from 1,836 in 2012 to 1,800 in 2019. 

From 2017 to 2018 alone, the number of employees has decreased by 6.4% despite the fact that the 

number of district heating customers has never been higher. 

• Total exports in 2019 were DKK 7.6 billion. This is the highest level yet measured. In addition, 

Danish technology is exported for approximately DKK 2.5 billion. directly from Danish subsidiaries 

without the goods crossing the Danish border 

• The Danish companies' three largest markets in 2019 were Germany, Sweden and China 

• 26,666 new district heating customers were added in 2019 bringing the total number of district 

heating customers to 1,757,025. 

• The share of renewable energy has increased from 45% in 2012 to around 62% in 2018. At the 

same time, coal and oil have been reduced from 22% in 2011 to today less than 12%. 

• The price of district heating has fallen on average from approximately DKK 14,327 in 2014 to DKK 

12,904. in 2020. This corresponds to a saving of about 10%. 

 

For more information contact: 

Dansk Fjernvarme director, Kim Mortensen, tel. 4021 2220 or kmo@danskfjernvarme.dk  

The director of the district heating industry, Lars Hummelmose, tel. 2990 0080 or lh@dbdh.dk  
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